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Ecocriticism – a firm branch of literary criticism 
by now – first emerged back in the 1980s, when 
literary scholars started to reassess Romantic 
texts in terms of their ecological merit. Based 
on the assumption that humanity’s anthro
pocentric conceptions of their relationship to 
the nonhuman world are largely responsible for 
today’s environmental crisis, »Green Romanti-
cism« primarily focused on the poetry written 
by Wordsworth, Coleridge, or Shelley. However, 
later critical stances on the anthropocentric na-
ture of the Romantic sublime triggered a pro-
found rethinking of Romantic ecology. Second-
wave Green Romanticism revives an interest in 
the radical poetics by William Blake, the one 

canonical Romantic who had remained largely 
absent from the earlier debate. 

Tying in with this desideratum, Liza Bauer 
introduces the revolutionary visions of Blake’s 
animals in his illuminated work Songs of Inno-
cence and Experience (1789), which innovatively 
combines verbal and visual poetic visions. Bauer 
relates the poet’s conceptions of the natural 
world to those prevailing in the 18th century and 
sketches out possible routes for future research. 
Her close readings of selected poems alongside 
with their designs show that Blake’s reputation 
as one of nature’s biggest Romantic antagonists 
needs to be reconsidered.

Liza Bauer, M. A., studierte Anglistik in Marburg 
und Gießen und ist derzeit Doktorandin am Inter-
national Graduate Centre for the Study of Culture 
an der Justus-Liebig-Universität Gießen; sie pro-
moviert zum Thema »Livestock and Literature: The 
Cultural and Ethical Work of Farm Animal Nar-
ratives in Contemporary Worldmaking Fiction«. 
Außerdem bildet sie zusammen mit Dr. Katharina 
Ameli und Theresa Braun die Leitung der inter-
disziplinären Forschungssektion »Human-Animal 
Studies« des Gießener Graduiertenzentrums für So-
zial-, Wirtschafts- und Rechtswissenschaften.

Liza Bauer, M. A., studied Anglophone Studies in 
Marburg and Gießen and is currently pursuing a 
PhD at the International Graduate Centre for the 
Study of Culture (JLU Gießen); the working title 
of her dissertation is »Livestock and Literature: The 
Cultural and Ethical Work of Farm Animal Narra-
tives in Anglophone (Science) Fiction«. She further 
functions as one of the speakers of the research group 
»Oikos – Ecology and the Study of Culture« as well 
as one of the heads of the research section »Human-
Animal Studies« at the Graduate Centre for Social 
Sciences, Business, Economics and Law (GGS).
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